
Mendon City Council Meeting 

Aug 13
th

, 2015 

Mendon Station – 95 North Main 

Meeting began at 7:02pm 

 

In Attendance: 

Mayor: Ed Buist 

Council Members:  Greg Taylor, Jon Hardman, Bob Jepsen, Kelly Barrett (arrived at 7:58 PM) 

Clerk:  Teena Young 

Recorder:  Paul Cressall 

Public Works Director:  Kirk Taylor 

City Engineer: Eric Dursteler 

Excused: Shawn Osborne, Daphne Carlson 

 

Mayor Ed Buist called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Boy Scout Troop 307 with Jon Hardman giving the prayer. 

 

Paul Cressall was sworn into the position of city recorder as he had resigned temporarily because of retirement 

requirements for his teaching career. Karine Cressall had acted as city recorder and submitted a letter of 

resignation. 

 

Sorenson Annexation –Duane & Teri Miles and Stacey Bingham were present to present the petition of 

Annexation.  The P&Z recommendation of approval was read by Bob Jepsen.  The requested zoning is light 

industrial.    

 

Mayor Buist stated that there are some concerns because of violations documented by Cache County with a 

previous location of Tob Job.  Greg Taylor read some of the violations and expressed concern that similar 

problems may occur if the business relocates to Mendon City.  Mayor Buist stated that the concerns should be 

discussed at this point because of the intended use of the property.    Teri Miles stated that the violations were 

from running the business on property that was never zoned for that use.  They had appealed to the county but it 

takes time.  Another violation was given because of the storing of commercial vehicles on the property.     

 

 Jon asked about why they didn’t check with the county prior to starting the business on that property.  Duane 

stated that when they purchased the property they had one truck; over the years they have outgrown the zoning.  

Jon expressed concern with the business’s record and stated that the zoning issues should have been worked out 

before the business was located there.      

 

Paul Cressall stated that if the council decides to annex the property, the zoning would remain agricultural.  

Afterward, the process of rezoning the property could begin.  Annexations and rezones do not happen 

simultaneously.    P&Z can recommend a zoning, but the process must be separate.  Duane stated that there is no 

purpose to annex unless there is a rezone.   The process would be to finish the annex at then go back to P&Z for 

rezone.  If the zoning isn’t approved David Sorenson, property owner, could request De-Annexation.   

 

Mayor Buist read Resolution 2015-03 Accepting the Annexation Petition.  Jon Hardman motioned to approve 

with Bob Jepsen seconding the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  The public hearing will be scheduled 

for October 8
th
 CC meeting after proper notification and a protest period of 40 days.   

 

Minutes:  The July 2015 minutes were reviewed and approved   

 

Bills:  The July 2015 bills were reviewed.  Motion to approve the bills was given by Bob Jepsen seconded by 

Greg Taylor.  Motion passed.   

 

Kotter Lot-Split – Final Plat 

David Kotter submitted his plans for the final plat.  Dave stated that the secondary water stream comes into the 

property, but the canal company stated that he must access the water from behind the Swan’s property.  The water 
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can easily be pumped to the property.  Mayor Buist stated that the company is in charge of maintaining the use of 

the water.   Jon stated that an easement would need to be added in order to bring a pipe through the Swan’s 

property.  Currently they are not accessing the water at the Swan’s; Dave would need a letter from the Swan’s 

allowing the pipe installation and use.   

 

Jon stated that there are several issues with this lot split. When Kirk Kotter’s house was built, the city required 

them to have an 8” line, but they represented that there was just going to be one more house.  The council agreed 

to let them install a 4” line.  At this point, there are issues for fire protections.  The city needs to verify they we 

have adequate fire protection.   

 

Dave asked Eric Dursteler about the state requirement; Eric stated that the minimum for two homes would be 4”.  

Jon stated that we need to talk to Ray Olsen to verify fire protection flow.  In order to get fire protection it needs 

to come through the fire hydrant.  The council has to treat it like it is two buildable lots.  Jon added that a lower 

grade pipe was used instead of what the city had required at the time of install.  

   

Jon added that another issue is the 50ft setback from any water way required in the zoning ordinances.  The 

council needs to look at how the creek comes through the north end and maintain the 50ft setback.  If building at 

the back of the lot, would the road would be within 50’ of the water way? The city doesn’t want to impair the 

waterway, because it is also a drainage area.   

 

The parcels are in the flood plain, also.  A  FEMA ordinance was passed with restrictions on what can be built in 

these locations.  Dave agreed that they would want to do what’s necessary to protect the waterway.   The city 

would like a recommendation from Fire Chief Ray Olsen for fire protection.  Also the FEMA ordinance will be 

reviewed.  An easement or permission from Swan’s for water to come across will also be needed.  David asked 

about approval subject to these things.  Bob stated that the council should take some time to review these items 

further.   

 

Eagle Scout Project – Kellan Jackson 

Kellan Jackson presented the council with an Eagle Scout Project to paint 40 fire hydrants.  The total cost will be 

$200.  Kirk stated that the scout is responsible for the first $50 and the city will cover the remainder.  Mayor Buist 

asked that Kellan return and report on the project once completed.   

 

(Kelly Barrett arrived at 7:58pm) 

 

Hwy 23 Speed Limit letter to UDOT – Becky Shelton 

Becky Shelton emailed Representative Kirt Webb concerning the speed limit changes on Hwy 23.  Rep Webb 

stated that a unified and official request from the city may influence the situation.  Becky drafted a letter from 

concerned citizens.  Mayor Buist would like to see a copy of the letter and is also willing to write a letter to 

accompany it stating the city’s concerns. Mayor Buist added that the city has a limited budget for law enforcement 

which limits the amount of time that the area is patrolled.  The revenue brought in through ticketing is very little.   

 

(Dave Kotter returned to ask about the 50’ set back from waterways.  Jon will check the ordinances and meet with 

Dave to discuss the setback. )  

 

Boy Scout Service Project – Troop 307 – Scout Master Steven Bevan 

Boy Scouts, Abe Watkins and Marshal Baker, presented the council with an idea for a service project.  Their troop 

would like to add a family friendly game, called GaGa Ball to the facilities at Mendon Square.  They have a donor 

for the materials and the troop would construct the pit.  They would need an approved location.  GaGa ball is an 

Israeli game and is growing in popularity.   Mayor Buist stated that Shawn Osborne is over parks, and he would 

like to get Shawn’s opinion.  Peter Watkins said there are options to make it portable.  Troop 307 will set up a 

temporary court at 6:30 pm prior to the next city council meeting in order for the council to experience the game.   

 

Mountain Bike Trail – Wayne Wheeler 

Wayne Wheeler discussed the proposed trail with the Forest Service, who didn’t want to participate in the 

construction because of liability issues on private land.  Alternately, Wayne obtained an analysis from Bio West 
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for the non-motorized trail. The trail would be another resource for citizens.  Costs to the city would be nothing; 

the idea would be that it would be done by volunteers who have experience building trails.  There are several trail 

groups that are eager to help build and maintain this trail.   

 

The forest service did express interest in seeing how the trail is used and maintained and may welcome the 

extension of the trail into Forest Service property.  Bob Jepsen asked about liability.  Bob stated that the attorney 

should be involved.  Mayor Buist stated that there are risks and liabilities associated with all city owned property.    

 

Jon would like to see the proposed map and feels that we need a public hearing to let people give opinion on the 

matter.  Wayne stated that the trail would begin at deep canyon trailhead wind down from there staying out of the 

water shed area.  Mayor Buist will talk to the attorney and a public hearing will be held in Sept. 

 

Jon is also worried about trash being left.  Wayne stated that he and others will take on that responsibility with 

possible help from scout troops.  Eric Dursteler asked how erosion would be controlled.   Wayne stated that the 

trail is mostly level at the beginning and then proceeds straight up.  It will be designed less than a 12% grade and 

will comply with Forest Service trail standards.  Any switch backs will be built for drainage.  Parking may also be 

an issue.  Jon stated that if the public has a favorable opinion, the city could improve the parking area at the 

trailhead.     

 

Pioneer Day Concerns  

Mayor Buist read a letter from Deputy Sutherland, concerning the Pioneer Day parade.  Deputy Sutherland 

received complaints about the fire department using large amount of water and causing damage and possible 

harm.  It was suggested that there be a “wet zone” on the parade route or that the fire department wait until the 

Hose Down to spray any water. Mayor Buist stated that it has gotten out of hand. Paul Cressall added that there 

are many floats that spray water not just the fire department.  Becky and Mark Shelton voiced concerns about  

possible harm to small children or to personal electronics.  Paul stated that city could be sued for damage or harm 

caused.  Mayor Buist stated that it is too risky and he will make an effort to clean it up.     

 

Kirk Taylor – Public Works 

The cemetery had one or two interments.  Nine trees were planted throughout the square and some on Pioneer 

Park; some dead trees need to be removed.  The mower is being fixed in a shop in Tremonton.  Clayton from 

River Heights City allowed Kirk to borrow their mower this week.  The cemetery mower doesn’t mow well, so 

Kirk is looking at getting them both replaced.  Water is holding steady with the storms and samples will be sent in 

this month for testing.  Mayor Buist stated that he had several compliments on how beautiful the city looks.  Kirk 

and Logan are doing a great job.  Paul stated that Kirk Taylor has exceeded the comp hours.  The policy can be 

paid or carried over.  Kirk stated that he would prefer it to be paid as overtime.  

     

Eric Dursteler – City Engineer 

Eric Dursteler stated that they plan to do the electromagnetic testing on Monday.  They have had trouble finding 

two wells that they can get permission to put an electrode down for the test.  Well owners have been hesitant, but 

he believes he can get permission to use two wells.  The company will only have until the end of August to 

perform the test.   

 

Mayor Buist mentioned that Barry Fonnesbeck has generously offered to give the city 200 pine trees.  Kirk stated 

that the watering for the first year would be an issue.  Kirk will locate some places to plant the trees.  Jon 

suggested expanding the landscaping at the cemetery.  Mayor Buist stated that the city may need to start 

budgeting for the cemetery extension.  There are 45 lots left which would be about 3-4 years.  Mayor Buist stated 

that we need to look at phases for expansion. 

   

Council Reports: 

Kelly Barrett : There is a possibility of some grant money to cover road improvements for ‘collector’ roads.  If 

there city were to reclassify 400 N as a collector than the city may qualify for a grant for improvement of this 

road.   The Youth Council is greatly appreciated for their help with the celebrations.  Mayor Buist will write a 

letter to the Wright’s to thank them for Emily’s service to the community.  The Youth Council would like to plant 

a tree in her memory possibly at Pioneer Park.  
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Mayor Buist  

The city building plans are getting finished up. There are a few more changes needed prior to the bid process.  

Paul Taylor, Paul Willie, Mayor Buist, and Eric Dursteler will continue with these plans.  Mayor Buist was thrilled 

with the celebrations. Juliene Robins does a great job.  The library committee made a good amount of money with 

the Wellsville Kid.  They are looking into expanding the Watkins productions next year.  

 

Jon Hardman 

Secondary water will be available into September.   

 

Zoning Ordinance 6.1 details the 50ft setback from the edge of any water way.  Jon spoke with the Mendon 

Central Irrigation Company concerning the Kotter secondary water.   The company stated that the stream has been 

altered at some point and will need to be put back into place.  Also it is important that the water is accessed in the 

correct location where permission has been given.   

 

Jon feels like P&Z needs to do due diligence in these types of developments.  Kirk Kotter and the Swans have no 

or little setback from the waterway.   Jon would like to be on site to see Dave Kotter’s plans.  Jon stated that 

people want to rush things trough.  The council needs to feel like they made the right decisions even if it takes 

more time.   P&Z needs to look at this.  The road is a concern and the culinary water needs to be extended to the 

end of the property line.  Kirk added that as a city we have to look 15-20 years down the road.      

 

Zoning Ordinance 7.4 (Annexation Ordinance) needs to be changed to clear up the wording regarding the zoning 

of an annexed property.  City Council will recommend a wording change to the Planning Commission.  The 

rezone process will take place after the finalization of the annexation process.  The desired zoning must be in 

accordance with the master plan.   

 

Jon stated that additional secondary water shares may be available for city to purchase, and he suggested that the 

city purchase the shares.   

 

Bob Jepsen 

Gary Despain was approved by P&Z to proceed with the annexation of about 8 acres.  The property will remain as 

agricultural.   Deann Hughes owns a lot at 300 N Main.  She asked if the city would allow water hookup on her 

property because she has an existing water meter.  Jon suggested that the limit hold at the 5 allowed until October 

and, if adjustments are to be made, then they should be made at that time.  Bob Jepsen stated that he would like to 

see some hard numbers concerning the culinary water so that the facts can be considered.   

 

A citizen expressed a complaint concerning animal control.  When they called dispatch on the weekend, they were 

told that no one could respond until Monday.  Citizens expect a response when it is needed.  Bob will talk to 

animal control concerning this issue.     

 

Drawings from the Justin Anderson subdivision include a swale with a 10’ wide swale.  The depth isn’t specified 

and the drawing isn’t to scale.  Eric’s opinion is that we need to have a letter requiring that the swale be 

reestablished.  A letter will be sent to home owners allowing one year for the swales to be restored.  Bob asked 

about the agenda being posted in the newspaper.  Teena Young was will post the monthly agenda in the paper.   

 

Greg Taylor 

There are concerns about the early set up for weddings at the Station, because it is not allowing time for cleaning 

to be done.  Teena Young will work with Amber Francis to make arrangements for cleaning prior to the wedding 

set up.  

   

Jon Hardman motioned to adjourn the meeting with Kelly Barrett seconding the motion.  The meeting adjourned 

at 9:41pm.    


